
Readings (Year A): 
Exodus 17:3-7

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
John 4:5-42

Response: If today you
hear his voice, harden not

your hearts.

Next Week: (Year A) 
1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

Today’s first reading from the book of Exodus finds the Jewish people in the desert having escaped the
slavery of Egypt, but now desperately thirsty. We all know how vital water is to our remaining alive, so we
can sympathise with their anxiety and perhaps even their murmuring, complaining and doubting; “Is the
Lord with us, or not?” Moses himself doubted and so struck the rock twice after God told him to strike it
once. This doubt is seen as the reason he was not permitted to enter or even look on the promised land.
Clearly, this was a formative experience for the people of Israel. It reinforced their identity as the chosen
people with whom God had made a covenant.

           It was not, however, the only time that they were tempted to stray and weaken their links with him.
King David, while personally fallible, was seen as always true to the God of his ancestors and hence a
beloved, respected and successful ruler of Israel. Nonetheless, already in the time of his son, Solomon, the
beginnings of a breach of the covenant were present as he allowed his foreign wives and hence many
others to continue to worship foreign pagan gods. The resulted in two deportations: one to Assyria in the
8th Century BC causing a large-scale loss of identity for the Jews and another to Babylon in the 6th Century
BC where national identity was maintained through attention to the beliefs, scriptures and practices of their
forebears.

           The exiles involved only people who could be of use to the invading empires. The humble subsistent
farmers and nomadic herders were left behind to become the Samaritans familiar from today’s gospel and
other episodes. The Samaritans claimed to be descendants of Abraham, but by the time of Our Lord had
absorbed many traditions from the pagans around them. Too many foreign traditions for the liking of the
Jews when these were eventually allowed to return from exile and reestablish Jerusalem as the preeminent
site of worship. Hence the comment that Jews and Samaritans had nothing to do with each other.

           Jesus at the well is thirsty, but not just physically; He is thirsty spiritually for the faith of the woman
and her whole village, who, even though they are Samaritans, come to recognise him as “really the saviour
of the world.” The disciples recognise that He might also be hungry, but he affirms that there is a hunger
more important than physical — a hunger to do the will of his Father.
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3rd Sunday of Lent
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Sunday 8th March 2026

A Hunger to do the Will of his Father.

Anointing Mass
An Anointing Mass will be celebrated on Tuesday 10th March at Sts Peter & Paul, Halswell at

1.30pm. All are welcome to join us and stay for a cuppa. If you would like help with
transport, please ring Janice on 338 8395 or email Joanne PastoralCare@qop.nz
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How to Lent 
How to Lent is a new series from the
Augustine Institute that aims to equip
Catholics with the tools to understand
and practice the pillars of Lent: prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.  Don’t let Lent
sneak up on you like it did last year.
Instead, heed the call of St. John the
Baptist by preparing for the Lord, using
How to Lent to transform your spiritual
life this Lenten season.

LENT SERIES:
 Everything is Connected 

The Contemplative Heart and Laudato Si’ -
the Encyclical Letter on Ecology and
Climate of Pope Francis 2015.
Monday Evenings: 2, 9, 16, 23 March 2026
7pm -9pm Rosary House 22 Gracefield Ave
(off Durham St). Facilitated by Kevin
Gallagher. Voluntary Koha for Rosary
House 

You are welcome to attend any or all of
this series. If you would like to borrow a
copy of the encyclical, contact Joanne
pastoralcare@qop.nz or ph 03 3388395 

Sunday 22nd March at 3.00pm. It is the pattern of life –
humility, acceptance, self-emptying. It is the path for our
liberation and transformation. You are invited to take a
spiritual pilgrimage, to meditate on your journey, living the
Way of Jesus. Join with us on the grounds of St John of
God, Nash Road, Halswell, to participate in the Stations of
the Cross. 
“ He emptied himself and became as all people are”
Philippians 2: 1-2, 5-11

The Way of the Cross 
in the Grounds of St John of God, Halswell.

Stations of the Cross during Lent
Wednesday 7.00pm Sts Peter & Paul, Halswell

Friday 6.00pm Sacred Heart, Addington
Sunday March 22 at 3 pm St John of God

Join Marian College as our Pastoral Chaplain!
Are you a person of faith, passionate about nurturing the spiritual growth and
wellbeing of young people? Marian College invites applications for a permanent, part-
time Pastoral Chaplain (25 hours per week) to commence on Monday, 20 April 2026.
You will play a vital role in supporting our students' spiritual journey and overall
wellbeing, operating within the framework of our Special Catholic Character.
Commitment to upholding this character is a condition of appointment. For a full job
description and application details, please visit our website -
https://www.sporty.co.nz/mariancollege/workwithus.

https://app.formed.org/app/browse
mailto:pastoralcare@qop.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/mariancollege/workwithus
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CARITAS Lent Webinar Series 2026
Parishioners are warmly invited to take part in the Lent
Webinar Series 2026, a six‑week national online journey with
New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops. Each session includes
guided reflection, insights from Catholic social teaching, and
moments for quiet contemplation as we prepare our hearts
for Easter. To register, visit www.caritas.org.nz/lent-webinars
All are welcome to join any or all of the upcoming sessions.

Fr
id
ayMorning prayer at St

Peter’s Church Mar

8.00am - 8.30am 

Catholic Business Network
SAVE THE DATE!
We are excited to announce the first Catholic Business Lunch for 2026 will
feature guest speaker Rt Hon Sir Bill English. The lunch will be held on Thurs,
May 7 from 12.00pm to 2.00pm. The event will bring together business
leaders, professionals and executives from across the diocese for an
afternoon of connection and faith-filled conversation. This will be a valuable
opportunity for inspiration and networking.
Mark the date in your diary! Venue and registration details will be provided
soon.

Burwood Hospital Pastoral Chaplain: 
Jane Dick Phone: 021 572 480

Christchurch Hospital and Christchurch Women’s Hospital
Pastoral Chaplain: John Dooley Phone: 021 702 378
Hillmorton Hospital Pastoral Chaplain: Joan Hough
Phone: 03 337 7969 (x33700) or 021 501 683

Priest Chaplain: See Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish

Nurse Maude Hospice and Hospital AND St George’s Hospital
See Catholic Parish of Christ the Redeemer Phone: 03 359
1438

Southern Cross Hospital 
See Cathedral Parish Phone: 03 379 1068

Hospital Chaplains
Most hospitals no longer provide names of Catholic patients to our
chaplains. If there is someone from your family going to hospital
please either advise the chaplain or your parish office or let the
nurses know that you would like to see the Catholic Chaplain/Priest
on call:

 My eyes are always on the Lord,
for he rescues my feet from the

snare.
Turn to me and have mercy on me,

for I am alone and poor.
Ps 24: 15-16

http://www.caritas.org.nz/lent-webinars
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pastoralcare@qop.nz

Anna Abraham
Coordinator of Sacramental Ministries
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Janice Beban
Secretary/ Safeguarding  Officer

secretary@qop.nz

Fr Peter Janssen sm
Assistant Priest

assistantpriest@qop.nz

Next Special Collection:  
Holy Places, 3 April

Parish bank account for donations:
Account Name : 
ChCh South Catholic Parish
Westpac 03-1592-0207148-20  
Please use 'Donation' as your  reference and
your ‘Name’. 
Thank you

Mass Intentions: 
John Nolan (anniv), Jim Foley (anniv), 
Dec’d members of Nolan & Foley families, 
Heather Boaz, Shona & Len Sullivan, Santiago, 
Maribeth, Emilie, Dante Sr Gabor, 
Rosie & Bud Grose

Fr Barry Malone sm
Assistant Priest

Main Office
170 Hoon Hay Road

Hoon Hay
Phone: 338 8395

Office hours 
Tues - Fri: 9am - 3pm

Presbytery
70 Spencer Street

Addington

Parish Postal Address
PO Box 9055, Tower Junction

Christchurch 8149

Parish Contacts

Judy O’Regan-Lockington
Parish Administrator

admin@qop.nz

   Parish Website:  www.qop.nz                            Facebook: QoP                     Parish App: olqacp.churchapps.co.nz
If due to an emergency, sickness or death, you require a priest, please ring the office number 338 8395 any time of the day and select ext 2.

Safeguarding
If you have any concerns

about safeguarding in
the Parish or would like

to report an incident
please contact our

Secretary, Janice in the
Parish office

Maintenance update:
Sacred Heart Addington
Work will begin on tidying up the gardens, in stages,
over the next few weeks. 
 

Sts Peter & Paul, Halswell
The carpet on the south side of the church is wet
from the recent heavy rain. This problem will be
discussed at the next parish Finance & Property
meeting.
 

If you notice any safety or maintenance issues in our
churches or halls, please advise Judy at the parish
office -
admin@qop.nz. We will do our best to respond in a
timely manner.

Fr Kevin Mowbray sm

Preference Certificates
This year Preference appointments will be held on a
Tuesday and Thursday each week. To obtain a
preference certificate please go to our website
https://qop.nz/our-schools/enrolment-preference/

Planned Giving 
Envelopes 2026

These will be available in the church foyers before end
March. Please advise Judy at the office if you no longer
require a set.

THANK YOU to those who donated
to assist with school Attendance
Dues.
A total of $8,098 has been received
and this will be distributed in the
next few months. Your generosity is
much appreciated. 
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