
Readings (Year A): 
Isaiah 50:4-7

Philippians 2:6-11
Matthew 26:14 - 27:66

Response: My God, my
God, why have you

abandoned me?

Next Week: (Year A) 
Acts 10:34, 37-43
Colossians 3:1-4

John 20:1-9

Stations of the Cross

Good Friday 3rd April 10.30am
Sacred Heart Church, Addington

Palm Sunday draws us into the dramatic tension between triumph and suffering, hope and
betrayal, acclaim and rejection. The liturgy begins with the jubilant procession of palms,
echoing the crowds who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem with shouts of “Hosanna to the
Son of David.” Yet almost immediately, the tone shifts as we enter the solemn
proclamation of the Passion. This juxtaposition is not accidental. It reveals the paradox at
the heart of Christian faith: the Messiah who is praised as king is the same one who
empties himself, taking the form of a servant, obedient even unto death.

Palm Sunday

This week:Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
Tō Tātou Wahine, Kuini ō Te Rangimārie

Sunday 29th March 2026

Hosanna to the Son of David

Reconciliation and Adoration 
Times for Easter

Tuesday 31  March 6.00pm Sacred
Heart, Addington

st

For the OCIA Elect and Candidates, Palm Sunday marks the threshold of the most sacred days of their
journey.Having completed the scrutinies, they now enter the final week of purification and enlightenment before the
Easter sacraments. The Passion they hear proclaimed is not merely a story from long ago; it is the pattern into
which their own lives are being shaped. They are preparing to die and rise with Christ in baptism, to be sealed with
the Holy Spirit in confirmation, and to share in the Eucharist that makes present the very sacrifice they contemplate
today.

This week invites the Elect—and indeed the whole Church—to a deeper interior surrender. The humility of Christ
becomes the model for their final preparation: letting go of old ways, trusting God’s grace, and embracing the new
life that awaits them. As they accompany Jesus to the cross, they learn that discipleship is not about acclaim but
about fidelity; not about avoiding suffering but about discovering God’s transforming love within it.

Palm Sunday thus opens Holy Week with a call to courage and hope. We enter the days ahead knowing that the
path of the cross leads to resurrection.

Anna Abraham
Sacramental Coordinator

The readings invite us to walk with Jesus into the mystery of Holy Week, not as spectators but as disciples willing
to follow him on the path of self‑giving love. Isaiah’s Suffering Servant speaks of a disciple who listens each
morning for God’s voice and offers his back to those who strike him. Paul’s hymn in Philippians reminds us that
Christ’s glory is revealed not through domination but through humility. And Matthew’s Passion narrative confronts
us with the full weight of human frailty—betrayal, denial, violence—yet also with the unwavering fidelity of God
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Made for More
What does it mean to be human, to love,
and to be loved?
Join the John Paul II Centre for Life for an
introduction to St John Paul II’s Theology
of the Body: how God’s design for
humanity is revealed in each human
person.
“This course really left an impact on who I
am as a Christian.” - Dominic
Adults of all ages and faith backgrounds
are welcome.

Begins: Friday 17th April, 6pm Ends:
Saturday 18th April, 6pm
Early-bird price: $37 - includes Friday
dinner, Saturday lunch and all course
materials.
Visit jp2.org.nz/theology-of-the-body to
learn more and sign up
 

OCIA Elect and Candidates
 This Easter Vigil, we will joyfully
welcome 15 adults and children into
the Church through the Sacraments
of Initiation. This wonderful group
has been journeying with us since the
middle of last year, and it has truly
been a privilege to walk alongside
them as they prepare to be received
into the Catholic faith.

Let us hold them in our prayers
throughout this sacred week, asking
God to strengthen and bless them as
they take these final steps toward
full communion with the Church

Vinnies Fundraiser at 
St Peters, Beckenham

Vinnies will have a fundraiser at St
Peter’s on Sunday 29 March. 
Quince jam for sale $8 each

http://jp2.org.nz/theology-of-the-body
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Blokes Cuppa
A chatty coffee morning tea to celebrate Spring,for
men of the parish. This Thursday   2  April, 10-11.30
am (and every 1st Thursday of the month) at Sacred
Heart Church Hall, 70 Spencer St. Addington. No
obligations. Gold coin donation.   All welcome.  

nd

First Holy Communion Programme
Congratulations to all the children on celebrating
their First Reconciliation. We pray that this beautiful
sacrament fills their hearts with deep peace and
lasting joy as they continue their journey toward
First Holy Communion.
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Preference Certificates
This year Preference appointments will be held
on a Tuesday and Thursday each week. To obtain
a preference certificate please go to our website
https://qop.nz/our-schools/enrolment-
preference/

Planned Giving 
Envelopes 2026

Planned Giving Envelopes are available in
the church foyers this weekend. Please take
your NAMED set. Note that some numbers
will have changed.
Please contact Judy at the office if you have
any queries.

https://qop.nz/our-schools/enrolment-preference/
https://qop.nz/our-schools/enrolment-preference/


Joanne Hope
 Coordinator of Pastoral Care

pastoralcare@qop.nz

Anna Abraham
Coordinator of Sacramental Ministries

sacramental@qop.nz

Fr Kevin Mowbray sm
Parish Priest

parishpriest@qop.nz

Janice Beban
Secretary/ Safeguarding  Officer

secretary@qop.nz

Fr Peter Janssen sm
Assistant Priest

assistantpriest@qop.nz

Next Special Collection:  
Holy Places, 3 April

Parish bank account for donations:
Account Name : 
ChCh South Catholic Parish
Westpac 03-1592-0207148-20  
Please use 'Donation' as your  reference
and your ‘Name’. 
Thank you

Mass Intentions: 
Heather Boaz, Shona & Len Sullivan, 
Rosemary & Bud Grose,
Adoracion de Jesus, Felipe de Jesus

Fr Barry Malone sm
Assistant Priest

Main Office
170 Hoon Hay Road

Hoon Hay
Phone: 338 8395

Office hours 
Tues - Fri: 9am - 3pm

Presbytery
70 Spencer Street

Addington

Parish Postal Address
PO Box 9055, Tower Junction

Christchurch 8149

Parish Contacts

Judy O’Regan-Lockington
Parish Administrator

admin@qop.nz

   Parish Website:  www.qop.nz                            Facebook: QoP                     Parish App: olqacp.churchapps.co.nz
If due to an emergency, sickness or death, you require a priest, please ring the office number 338 8395 any time of the day and select ext 2.

Safeguarding
If you have any concerns

about safeguarding in
the Parish or would like

to report an incident
please contact our

Secretary, Janice in the
Parish office 338 8395 

secretary@qop.nz

Maintenance update:

If you notice any safety or maintenance issues in our
churches or halls, please advise Judy at the parish
office - admin@qop.nz. We will do our best to
respond in a timely manner.

Fr Kevin Mowbray sm

Made for Love: 
Marriage Preparation Course
Getting married soon? What are you really saying I do to?
This one-day course is for engaged couples preparing to
get married in the Catholic Church.Sat, May 9. $140 per
couple. Hosted by the John Paul II Centre for Life.
Sign up at: https://jp2.org.nz/marriage-prep/

Vacancy - Chief Finance Officer
The Diocese of Christchurch is seeking an experienced
and forward‑thinking Chief Finance Officer (CFO) to
contribute meaningfully to the strategic direction of the
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

For more information visit Seek or phone Annette Pugh
on 03 378 3647. Applications close at 9.00pm on Apr 12.

Breakfast for Men with Bishop Michael
What has now become a successful annual event, the
men’s breakfast is on again! It is coming up soon on 
Sat, Apr 18 and being held at 

There will be adoration in the college hall from 6.30am
with breakfast at 7.30am. Suggested koha of $5 to cover
the cost of a cooked breakfast. Come and be with other
men of the diocese for food and encouragement.

Registration now by visiting www.cathmen.nz or contact
Mike Stopforth at the diocesan office, phone 366 9869 or 
027 5398 542.

“In every
palm frond

waved, a
reminder to

embrace
compassion.”

Divine Mercy Sunday
The annual celebration Mass of Divine Mercy Sunday will be
offered at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral at 2.45pm on Sun, Apr 12
with confessions from 1.30pm, all welcome.
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