
Readings (Year A): 
Acts 2:14: 36-41
1 Peter 2:20-25
John 10:1-10

Response: The Lord is my
shepherd; there is nothing

I shall want.

Next Week: (Year A) 
Acts 6:1-7

1 Peter 2:4-9
John 14:1-12

"In the light of Easter, let us allow ourselves to be amazed by
Christ! Let us allow our hearts to be transformed by his
immense love for us! Let those who have weapons lay them
down! Let those who have the power to unleash wars choose
peace! Not a peace imposed by force, but through dialogue!
Not with the desire to dominate others, but to encounter
them!" Pope Leo: Easter Sunday Homily 

For an example of this ’immense love’ that Pope Leo speaks
about we need go no further than the wonderfully extravagant
love of the Shepherd God in today’s psalm – the God of lavish
banquets, lush pastures and reviving springs – the God who
accompanies us with goodness and kindness all our days.
This is the Love that expresses itself in the image of the ‘gate
of the sheepfold’. 

This is not a drafting gate that sorts, grades, prioritises and
excludes. But rather describes the love of Christ which invites
us all into lives of fullness, abundance and freedom. “I have
come that you may have life and have it to the full’. 

Like you, I have been appalled in recent weeks at the ease
with which it seems possible to wage war and initiate
conflagrations which destroy thousands of lives and threaten
annihilation, with such little regard for the consequences. At
the same time, I have been surprised at the wide-spread
public support for Pope Leo’s calls for peaceful dialogue, in
light of the Gospel. 

4th Sunday of Easter

This week:Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
Tō Tātou Wahine, Kuini ō Te Rangimārie

Sunday 26 April 2026

Joanne Hope
Coordinator of Pastoral Care

Leo is not the first to preach the Gospel of peace on
the world stage. But what I have found surprising is
the sense that he has stated a truth that appears to
be commonly held, understood and appreciated.
Maybe it is! Maybe it is, even among those who
might be indifferent to religion or at times hostile
towards Christianity, (and allowing for those who are
impressed most by his courage in publicly
expressing a contrary view to the powerful). We
choose to believe that there is a universality of
wisdom in the Good News that Jesus preaches
which can speak to the hearts of humanity. This is
the wisdom of the One who has loved us into being
and who wills our flourishing. Jesus’ message is not
only for a handful of his followers 2000 years ago, or
for his later disciples in the Church, but for all
creation until the end of time. 

So in light of this Gospel, let us allow ourselves to
be amazed by Christ. Let us allow our hearts to be
transformed by his immense love for us! Let us then,
along with Pope Leo, share Christ’s mercy,
tenderness and peace with the world. 



Invitation to Support OCIA Inquirers
At the Easter Vigil, our parish welcomed 15 new members 
who were baptised, confirmed, and received First Holy Communion.
Many others are currently inquiring about the Catholic faith, and 
we want to make sure they feel welcomed in our community.

I’m looking for parishioners who would be willing to sit with inquirers at Mass,
introduce them to others, and help them feel at home. If you can assist with this
ministry of welcome, please email me with your name and the Mass you usually
attend. Anna Abraham  sacramental@qop.nz

Nov

Also if you know of anyone going into care, or someone who would like to receive
Communion at home, please contact Joanne or speak to Janice in the office. We can
also put you in contact with Ministers of Eucharist in other parishes if they are
outside our parish boundaries.

Pastoral Care for the Sick
”How often when we care for those in need, do we discover love!
We realize that we are “angels of hope” and messengers of God
for one another.” Pope Francis.

If you have a deep appreciation of the Eucharist and a 
willingness to spend an hour or two each fortnight taking 
Communion to our sick or elderly, you would be welcome to talk 
to Joanne about joining our team of 30 parish volunteers who, between
them, visit over 100 parishioners each week in their homes or aged care
facilities. We are running formation sessions in May. If you would like to
find out more about this ministry, contact Joanne our Pastoral Coordinator
on 03 3388395 or email pastoralcare@qop.nz.

Anzac Day is a national day of remembrance in
Australia, New Zealand and Tonga that broadly
commemorates all Australians and New Zealanders
"who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and
peacekeeping operations" and "the contribution and
suffering of all those who have served". Observed on
25 April each year, Anzac Day was originally devised
to honour the members of the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) who served in the
Gallipoli campaign, their first engagement in the First
World War (1914–1918).

ANZAC Day service at the Waltham Park Memorial Gates – 9.30am Saturday 25 April.

St Marks Anglican Church, Opawa Community Church (Methodist), St Martins
Presbyterian, The Well (Wesleyan Methodist), Seventh Day Adventist Church St
Martins, St Peters Catholic Church, Opawa Baptist Church, Trinity South Christchurch
(Confessing Anglican) and Sydenham Salvation Army. 

mailto:sacramental@qop.nz
mailto:pastoralcare@qop.nz
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Report from Kaelen - Youth Group Leader 
at St Peters
Kaelen is one our Youth Group leaders and is Year 12 at St Thomas'.
 
"Firstly, I want to thank everyone for welcoming me to St. Peters
Youth Group.  I am more than happy to be involved and be a part of
this group. I very much appreciate the organisers who took their time
off their daily schedule to plan all the activities. A big round of
applause to all the organisers. 👏
 

At the 1st term in youth group, we did a wide range of fun activities
while also strengthening our faith, connecting with people, and
learning about God through the practice of Christian faith.
 
The activities we did were Nature walk, which was peaceful, calm, and
refreshing. Resin Craft, where we crafted according to our design.
Archery Tag, we had so much fun involved in that activity. Karaoke
was a social activity.

We were able to explore our vocal talents. Laser Strike was also a fun
team game with lots of energy burnt. Finally, we ended with Family
Kai, and we met our Whanau. 
All these activities helped us to get to know each other and make a
connection. 
We never forgot to make time to connect with our Almighty God and
to get closer to him. 🙏 
 

In conclusion, I would like to say I'm sure, we could all agree that we
had such a great time and lots of fun participating in these activities
while learning and getting closer to Jesus and staying connected with
him through prayer. Hope to see everyone in term two . 😊
 

Kaelen".

Donation Receipts
have been issued via email. If you are having any
difficulty downloading your receipt, please email
Judy, admin@qop.nz , for a copy. Receipts have been
posted to those on our hardcopy list. 

Planned Giving Envelopes 2026
will be out in the church foyers for one more week.
Please take your NAMED set, if you haven’t already done
so. Please contact Judy at the office if you have any
queries.

'Christchurch Catholic Chinese Mass 
基督城天主教中文弥撒) - We would like to invite all Mandarin and
Cantonese speaking parishioners to our next Chinese Mass on 3 May
2026 at St. Teresa Church (8 Puriri Street, Riccarton). We will recite
rosary at 3:30 pm followed by mass at 4:00 pm. There will be light
refreshment after mass.'

mailto:admin@qop.nz


Joanne Hope
 Coordinator of Pastoral Care

pastoralcare@qop.nz

Upcoming
EVENTS

August

EVENTS

JulyJuly August15

1.30pm1.30pm
Monday

10.30 - 12noon
3-5pm Youth Group

Anna Abraham
Coordinator of Sacramental Ministries

sacramental@qop.nz

Fr Kevin Mowbray sm
Parish Priest

parishpriest@qop.nz

Janice Beban
Secretary/ Safeguarding  Officer

secretary@qop.nz

Fr Peter Janssen sm
Assistant Priest

assistantpriest@qop.nz

Next Special Collection:  
Seminary Collection, 26 April

Parish bank account for donations:
Account Name : 
ChCh South Catholic Parish
Westpac 03-1592-0207148-20  
Please use 'Donation' as your  
reference and your ‘Name’. 
Thank you

Mass Intentions: 
Florita Valiao, Manolito Panganiban
(anniv), Rosemary & Bud Grose,
Heather Boaz, Shona & Len
Sullivan, Duncan McGowan

Fr Barry Malone sm
Assistant Priest

Main Office
170 Hoon Hay Road

Hoon Hay
Phone: 338 8395

Office hours 
Tues - Fri: 9am - 3pm

Presbytery
70 Spencer Street

Addington

Parish Postal Address
PO Box 9055, Tower Junction

Christchurch 8149

Parish Contacts

Judy O’Regan-Lockington
Parish Administrator

admin@qop.nz

   Parish Website:  www.qop.nz                            Facebook: QoP                     Parish App: olqacp.churchapps.co.nz
If due to an emergency, sickness or death, you require a priest, please ring the office number 338 8395 any time of the day and select ext 2.

Safeguarding
If you have any concerns

about safeguarding in
the Parish or would like

to report an incident
please contact our

Secretary, Janice in the
Parish office 338 8395 

secretary@qop.nz

Maintenance update:

If you notice any safety or maintenance issues in our
churches or halls, please advise Judy at the parish office
- admin@qop.nz. We will do our best to respond in a
timely manner.

Fr Kevin Mowbray sm
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We have been overwhelmed by our parish family's generosity
this Easter, and as a result we are still adding treats to our food
parcels, which are so needed at this time in our community.
Thank you for your care and support.

Over the coming weeks we would appreciate any donations you
can contribute of tinned baked beans or spaghetti to replenish
the shelves in the Shed. Thank you and God bless from SVDP
Addington members.

Hoon Hay CWL
The Hoon Hay CWL are holding a

Mother’s Day raffle. Drawn on Mother’s
Day, May 10th after the 10.30 mass. 

We will be selling tickets in the St
Peter and Paul’s church foyer over the

next 3 weekends. 
Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5 with three

lovely prices.

mailto:pastoralcare@qop.nz
mailto:sacramental@qop.nz
mailto:parishpriest@qop.nz
mailto:secretary@qop.nz
mailto:assistantpriest@qop.nz
mailto:admin@qop.nz
http://qop.nz/
http://qop.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/QoPparish
http://olqacp.churchapps.co.nz/
mailto:secretary@qop.nz

	Readings (Year A):  Acts 2:14: 36-41 1 Peter 2:20-25 John 10:1-10
	Response: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
	Next Week: (Year A)  Acts 6:1-7 1 Peter 2:4-9 John 14:1-12
	Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish
	Tō Tātou Wahine, Kuini ō Te Rangimārie
	Sunday 26 April 2026
	4th Sunday of Easter
	"In the light of Easter, let us allow ourselves to be amazed by Christ! Let us allow our hearts to be transformed by his immense love for us! Let those who have weapons lay them down! Let those who have the power to unleash wars choose peace! Not a peace imposed by force, but through dialogue! Not with the desire to dominate others, but to encounter them!" Pope Leo: Easter Sunday Homily
	For an example of this ’immense love’ that Pope Leo speaks about we need go no further than the wonderfully extravagant love of the Shepherd God in today’s psalm – the God of lavish banquets, lush pastures and reviving springs – the God who accompanies us with goodness and kindness all our days. This is the Love that expresses itself in the image of the ‘gate of the sheepfold’.
	This is not a drafting gate that sorts, grades, prioritises and excludes. But rather describes the love of Christ which invites us all into lives of fullness, abundance and freedom. “I have come that you may have life and have it to the full’.
	Like you, I have been appalled in recent weeks at the ease with which it seems possible to wage war and initiate conflagrations which destroy thousands of lives and threaten annihilation, with such little regard for the consequences. At the same time, I have been surprised at the wide-spread public support for Pope Leo’s calls for peaceful dialogue, in light of the Gospel.
	Leo is not the first to preach the Gospel of peace on the world stage. But what I have found surprising is the sense that he has stated a truth that appears to be commonly held, understood and appreciated. Maybe it is! Maybe it is, even among those who might be indifferent to religion or at times hostile towards Christianity, (and allowing for those who are impressed most by his courage in publicly expressing a contrary view to the powerful). We choose to believe that there is a universality of wisdom in the Good News that Jesus preaches which can speak to the hearts of humanity. This is the wisdom of the One who has loved us into being and who wills our flourishing. Jesus’ message is not only for a handful of his followers 2000 years ago, or for his later disciples in the Church, but for all creation until the end of time.
	So in light of this Gospel, let us allow ourselves to be amazed by Christ. Let us allow our hearts to be transformed by his immense love for us! Let us then, along with Pope Leo, share Christ’s mercy, tenderness and peace with the world.

	Joanne Hope Coordinator of Pastoral Care

	Nov
	Report from Kaelen - Youth Group Leader  at St Peters Kaelen is one our Youth Group leaders and is Year 12 at St Thomas'.
	"Firstly, I want to thank everyone for welcoming me to St. Peters Youth Group.  I am more than happy to be involved and be a part of this group. I very much appreciate the organisers who took their time off their daily schedule to plan all the activities. A big round of applause to all the organisers. 👏
	At the 1st term in youth group, we did a wide range of fun activities while also strengthening our faith, connecting with people, and learning about God through the practice of Christian faith.
	The activities we did were Nature walk, which was peaceful, calm, and refreshing. Resin Craft, where we crafted according to our design. Archery Tag, we had so much fun involved in that activity. Karaoke was a social activity.
	We were able to explore our vocal talents. Laser Strike was also a fun team game with lots of energy burnt. Finally, we ended with Family Kai, and we met our Whanau.  All these activities helped us to get to know each other and make a connection.  We never forgot to make time to connect with our Almighty God and to get closer to him. 🙏
	In conclusion, I would like to say I'm sure, we could all agree that we had such a great time and lots of fun participating in these activities while learning and getting closer to Jesus and staying connected with him through prayer. Hope to see everyone in term two . 😊
	Kaelen".
	Friday
	8:00am - 8:30am


	Play, Pray, Pizza.
	July
	3-5pm St Peter’s hall


	Apr
	Monday
	Play, Pray, Pizza.
	May
	Apr
	Monday
	May
	Play, Pray, Pizza.
	Monday
	10.30 - 12noon

	Play, Pray, Pizza.
	May
	Play, Pray, Pizza.

	May
	Play, Pray, Pizza.

	May
	Play, Pray, Pizza.

	Jun
	Play, Pray, Pizza.

	Jun
	'Christchurch Catholic Chinese Mass  基督城天主教中文弥撒) - We would like to invite all Mandarin and Cantonese speaking parishioners to our next Chinese Mass on 3 May 2026 at St. Teresa Church (8 Puriri Street, Riccarton). We will recite rosary at 3:30 pm followed by mass at 4:00 pm. There will be light refreshment after mass.'
	Parakiore.

	Jun
	Play, Pray, Pizza.

	Jun
	Donation Receipts have been issued via email. If you are having any difficulty downloading your receipt, please email Judy, admin@qop.nz , for a copy. Receipts have been posted to those on our hardcopy list.
	Planned Giving Envelopes 2026 will be out in the church foyers for one more week. Please take your NAMED set, if you haven’t already done so. Please contact Judy at the office if you have any queries.


	Maintenance update:
	If you notice any safety or maintenance issues in our churches or halls, please advise Judy at the parish office - admin@qop.nz. We will do our best to respond in a timely manner.
	Fr Kevin Mowbray sm


	EVENTS
	Upcoming
	8.00am - 8.30am
	Apr


	EVENTS
	Friday
	8.00am - 8.30am
	May
	Friday
	8.00am - 8.30am

	May
	Friday
	8.00am - 8.30am
	July
	July
	Thank you from SVDP Addington We have been overwhelmed by our parish family's generosity this Easter, and as a result we are still adding treats to our food parcels, which are so needed at this time in our community. Thank you for your care and support.
	Over the coming weeks we would appreciate any donations you can contribute of tinned baked beans or spaghetti to replenish the shelves in the Shed. Thank you and God bless from SVDP Addington members.
	Hoon Hay CWL The Hoon Hay CWL are holding a Mother’s Day raffle. Drawn on Mother’s Day, May 10th after the 10.30 mass.  We will be selling tickets in the St Peter and Paul’s church foyer over the next 3 weekends.  Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5 with three lovely prices.
	Next Special Collection:   Seminary Collection, 26 April


	Parish Contacts
	Parish Website:  www.qop.nz                            Facebook: QoP                     Parish App: olqacp.churchapps.co.nz



